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615 Volunteer Gliding School

Royal Air Force

KENLEY

Surrey

CR8 5YG

Tel/Fax: 020 8645 9784
1TA27-615


615 GLIDING SCHOOL

WEEKEND COURSE JOINING INSTRUCTIONS
Course Candidate:  

	Rank:
	
	First Name:
	
	Surname:


	

	Sqn:
	                (                                                   ) SQN ATC
	Wing:


	


Congratulations, you are one of the fortunate 2% of the eligible cadets in L&SE Region to be selected to undergo glider pilot training (Gliding Scholarship Course) at 615 VGS. 

The course consists of up to 40 training flights which will take you from understanding basic controls, handling the aircraft in flight, launches, landings, stall recoveries, planning a circuit, dealing with launch failures and, subject to weather conditions, availability of sufficient launches etc. your training could culminate with a solo flight.

Pre Course Preparation

Talk to instructors on your squadron and refresh yourself with basic principles of flight. If there are any cadets (or staff members) that have undergone a GS Course in the past, ask them to recount their experience.

Pay a visit to http://www.air-cadets.org/aircadets
Your Wing Gliding Liaison Officer will be happy to provide additional information.

Attendance

Unless otherwise agreed you are expected to attend every Saturday and Sunday from 0830 to Sunset until your training is complete. You may stay at the Gliding School on Saturday night.

During the summer months, your training could be finished in three weekends but as gliding is very much weather dependent it could take twice as long in the winter. 

If you are unable to attend, you must agree your absence with the Training Officer (if he is not at the school, phone him on one of the numbers listed below). In certain circumstances, especially if your course is severely affected by weather we are not averse to a request for a day off.

Any absenteeism without his agreement could result in your course being terminated, with possible consequences on your career within the Corps.

1.
Postal Address During Course:

c/o Officer Commanding

No 615 Volunteer Gliding School

Royal Air Force

Kenley

Surrey  

CR8 5YG 


Telephone/Fax: 020 8645 9784 

The Gliding School normally only operates at weekends. If you need to contact the school urgently prior to the beginning of your course contact:

	Officer Commanding       

Sqn Ldr B R Molnar

9 Spinney Close

Langley Park

Beckenham 

Kent  BR3 3 XA

0208 663 0886 (Home)

07802 461665 (Mobile)
	or
	Training Officer

Fg Off Asgar Hassanali

Woodlands, London Road

Hill Brow, 

Liss

Hampshire GU33 7NY

01730 891420 (Home)

01730 891421 (Business)

07785 323266 (Mobile)



Personal telephone calls
Mobile phones may not be used on the airfield during flying operations. In an emergency, you may be contacted on the VGS number listed above.

2. Routing

By rail to either Whyteleafe or Upper Warlingham.  

London Victoria to Upper Warlingham
London Bridge to Whyteleafe
 

Clapham Junction to Upper Warlingham
East Croydon to Upper Warlingham


East Croydon to Whyteleafe

Purley to Whyteleafe


Check train times with National Rail Enquires on 08457 484950.

The school is situated about 1 mile from the station. You can try calling the school on 0208 645 9784 and it is possible that you may be able to get a lift but as the staff are often busy first thing in the morning you may have to walk.

Exit the station; bear right over the level crossing and up Whyteleafe hill. 

At the top of the hill, (about ¾ mile) turn right into Salmons Lane West.

About 150 yds turn right into Caterham Close.

 Follow this road for another to the Airfield Gates. If they are shut, you should be able to open them (remember to close them behind you)


Look for the green hangar on your right and report to the building next to the hangar.


By road - refer to map attached. Alternatively, look at Multimap.com.

3. Reporting
You are to report to 615 VGS no later than 0830 hrs on the first day of your course. If you are unable to achieve this because of difficulties with train journeys or otherwise you must telephone the school or the Training Officer and confirm your ETA. We are quite receptive to genuine reasons for those that have awkward journeys.

4. Security
You must have with you your Record of Service Book and these joining instructions.  Your baggage must be clearly marked with your name and unit.

5. Messing And Accommodation
Food is not provided at weekends although a fully fitted kitchen is available for students to prepare their own meals.  Please remember to bring the usual washing kit. Showers are available. Unfortunately, although we will be providing you with a bed, we are unable to supply bedding, therefore you will also need to bring a sleeping bag and pillow.

The accommodation is provided for your convenience so please respect the facilities. Ensure you clean up after you and leave the place neat and tidy upon your departure each Sunday.

6.   Clothing
RAF Kenley is not an operational RAF base. 615 VGS is the only operational unit at RAF Kenley therefore uniform is not required.

When you are on the Airfield you will normally be expected to wear coveralls, combats, or a flying suit, which ever you have available.  However in summer you may sometimes find ‘T’ shirts and shorts more appropriate, but bear in mind that at any time of the year an airfield can get cold and windy, so make sure you have warm clothing available.

At many times of the year you will find that a good sun cream or sun block will help protect you from a long day on a sunny/windy airfield.  A pair of good quality sunglasses is essential throughout the year.


After flying, you may wear civilian clothing, and you should bring suitable casual clothing.

7.   Cameras
Cameras and video cameras may be used without restriction, but at the discretion of the Duty Instructor when on the airfield.

8.   Medical.

You will be required to bring with you a completed Air Cadet Medical Certificate for Fitness (RAF Form 6424).  Corrective spectacles are acceptable for flying, although if you wear contact lenses we would suggest that you bring with you prescription glasses.


Your weight in flying clothing must be between 48 and 103 kg (108lbs and 232 lbs).

9.
Further Information


If you have any queries or would like further information, contact the Training Officer.

The Office Commanding and staff at 615 look forward to you joining us and we hope you enjoy your GS Course. 
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By road:
Leave the M25 at Junction 6. Follow A22 north until junction with B2030. Follow B2030 down into Caterham. Go left at roundabout in centre of Caterham and follow B2030 up the hill. Continue along B2030 until first mini-roundabout. Go straight on at mini-roundabout onto Buxton Lane. At the next mini-roundabout turn right into Salmons Lane West. Turn left at second road into Caterham Close. Follow road to main airfield gate. Please note that only authorised persons may gain access to the airfield by this gate.
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