1TA27-615


NO 615 GLIDING SQUADRON CONTINUOUS COURSE JOINING INSTRUCTIONS

1.
POSTAL ADDRESS DURING COURSE:

c/o Officer Commanding

No 615 Volunteer Gliding Squadron
Royal Air Force
Victor Beamish Ave
Caterham on the Hill, Surrey  

CR8 5YG 

Telephone: 0208 6459784 


The Gliding School normally only operates at weekends except during Continuous Courses.  If you 
need to contact the school urgently prior to the beginning of your course contact:

Officer Commanding                    or
Training Officer

Sqn Ldr Keith Chandler
Flt Lt Asgar Hassanali

37 Glenthorne Avenue
The Middle House, Coldharbour Wood
Croydon


London Road

Surrey


Rake, Liss

CR0 7ET

Hampshire  GU33 7NY

Tel:  0208 655 1433 (Work)
01730 891420 (Home)

        07764 578781 (Mobile)
07785 323266 (Mobile)

Personal telephone calls

Most students nowadays possess a mobile phone. They may not use mobile phones on the airfield 
during flying operations. In circumstances when urgent contact is needed, they may be contacted on 
the VGS number or via OC / Training Officer as indicated in above.

2.
 ROUTING.  By rail to either Whyteleafe or Upper Warlingham. DO NOT ALIGHT AT KENLEY 
 
 STATION  Contact National Rail Enquiries on  08457 484950 for train times etc.


 Upon arrival telephone the Gliding School to arrange transportation from the station.  A phonecard 
 is required to use the public phone at Whyteleafe Station.  


By road - refer to map attached.
3.
REPORTING.  You are to report to 615VGS HQ Kenley Airfield no later than 1400 hrs
4.
SECURITY.  You must have with you your Record of Service Book and these joining instructions.  
Your baggage must be clearly marked with your name and unit.

5.
MESSING AND ACCOMMODATION.  You will be required to pay £4.00 per day messing and the total 
for the duration of the course will be collected from you in cash please on the day of arrival.

If you have any special dietry requirements or concerns contact the Training Officer as indicated in 
para one.


Please remember to bring the usual washing kit.  Although we will be providing you with a bed, we are 
unable to supply bedding, therefore you will also need to bring a sleeping bag and pillow.
For reasons of flight safety, cadets, regardless of their age, are not to drink any alcohol for the duration of the course, either on or off the Station.
6.
CLOTHING.  The Gliding School is the only operational unit at RAF Kenley. There are no formal 
parades and uniform is not required (despite any instructions to the contrary in the HQAC JI’s). 

A washing machine and tumble drier are available for use during the course.


When you are on the airfield you will normally be expected to wear either coveralls, combats, or a 
flying suit, which ever you have available.  However in summer you may sometimes find ‘T’ shirts and 
shorts more appropriate, but bear in mind that at any time of the year an airfield can get cold and 
windy, so make sure you have warm clothing available.


At many times of the year you will find that a good suncream or sunblock will help protect you from a 
long day on a sunny/windy airfield.  A pair of sun glasses is essential throughout the year.


After flying you may wear civilian clothing, and you should bring suitable casual clothing for non-flying 
days when outside visits may be arranged, this should include PT Kit and swimwear.

7.
ADDITIONAL MESSING AND POCKET MONEY.  In the event of bad weather we endeavour to 
arrange outside activities which would be optional. 

From previous experience we would suggest bringing a sum of 75.00 to cover these costs and any 
purchases of 615 VGS flying badges or souvenirs. 
Cash valuables may be deposited with the Camp Admin Officer. No loss of personal valuables will be investigated or considered the responsibility of the VGS or its staff, unless they have been left with the Camp Admin Officer
8.
CAMERAS:  Cameras and video cameras may be used without restriction, but at the discretion of the 
Duty Instructor when on the airfield.
9.
MEDICAL.  You will be required to bring with you a completed Air Cadet Medical Certificate for 
Fitness (RAF Form 6424).  Corrective spectacles are acceptable for flying, although if you wear 
contact lenses we would suggest that you bring with you prescription glasses.


Your weight in flying clothing must be between 48 and 103 kg (108 and 232 lbs).

10.
DEPARTURE.  The last day of the course is 


We would normally aim to finish at midday, but if you are unable to complete your journey home 
before midnight you will be required to stay at the school overnight.  Towards the end of the course, 
students may wish to contact their parents with a more accurate time of departure.  Students need to 
appreciate that they cannot expect to go home before the last day of the course just because they 
have personally completed their flying training.

11.
FURTHER INFORMATION.  If you have any queries or would like further information, contact the 
Training Officer as indicated in para one.
12.
PRE-COURSE PREPARATION - Talk to instructors on your Squadron and refresh yourself with basic 
principles of flight. If there are any cadets (or staff members) that have undergone a GS Course in the 
past, ask them to recount their experience.

Pay a visit to http://www.air-cadets.org/aircadets and http://www.615vgs.com 
Your Gliding Liaison Officer will be happy to provide additional information.

Directions to 615 Volunteer Gliding Sqn.
	                                              615 VGS
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By road:
M25 - Leave at Junction 6. Follow A22 north until first roundabout, take 2nd exit (Burntwood Lane). Proceed until traffic lights and then turn right (Whyteleafe Road), proceed and take  5th turning on left (Salmons Lane West). At the end of the green space on RHS turn right into Victor Beamish Ave (Previously named Caterham Close). Proceed to the airfield gates, these may be closed, however you may open them to pass thro onto the airfield. The 615VGS Hanger (large green building) and HQ (single storey grey building) are to your right within fenced compound.
From London – A23 to Purley then A22 to Whyteleafe.  At first roundabout (in front of Whyteleafe Tavern) take the last exit (Whyteleafe Hill), proceed over level x-ing, proceed to the top of the hill, turn right  at the end of the green space on RHS into Salmons Lane West. Then follow instructions above
IF HQ Vacant and Flying in progress:
Drive around edge of the airfield and report to launch point control vehicle (red and white chequered) take care when crossing approach paths of gliders (aircraft have right of way) and pass the winch (large yellow vehicle) on the outside ie between the winch and the outer edge of the perimeter road. Max speed 25MPH, stay off the grass and be aware of pedestrians, joggers, dogs and small children often on cycles.
Emergency contact No 07764578781 (Sqn Ldr Keith Chandler, Officer Commanding)
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